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ANUARY11,2010 CONNECTING THE CAMPUS • CREATING DIALOGUE
Fuller's Office for Urban Initiatives:
A Collaborative Effort to Overcome HomelessnessB y  A n d r e w  W r ig h t
he recent economic earthquake weighs heavily on the most vulnerable members 
of the Pasadena community, homeless service providers continue to report 
burgeoning numbers o f people seeking services.
The 2009 Pasadena Homeless Count revealed that 
approximately 1,100 persons are homeless on any given 
night in the City o f Pasadena, a 16% rise from the 
previous year. The homeless population o f Pasadena does 
not include only the chronically homeless, but has an ever­
growing number o f individuals and families experiencing 
homelessness for the first time. The perceived barrier 
between those who are housed and those who are homeless 
has proven thinner than previously imagined.
Homelessness is not an issue particular to recent 
challenges alone. For decades, widespread numbers of 
people have survived on the streets through generous 
donations of food, clothing, and medical care from local 
churches and non-profit organizations. While these efforts 
contribute to a more humane experience o f homelessness, 
the root causes o f homelessness continue to plague the 
vulnerable. Recently formed community partnerships
have sought to collaborate to holistically address the issue 
o f homelessness at its root causes.
Biblical narratives characterize the people o f God as 
a people o f action on behalf o f the poor, cultivated in 
narratives such as Paul’s collection for the impoverished 
church in Jerusalem (1 Corinthians 16; 2 Corinthians 
8-9). Perhaps another faithful response o f the Christian 
community which extends beyond charity, is collaborative 
work to address the root causes o f homelessness in our 
local communities.
The Fuller community has also sought to holistically 
address the issue of homelessness in Pasadena, in part, 
through the SO T ’s Office for Urban Initiatives (UI). 
Stared in early 2006, UI has implemented numerous 
projects oriented towards building capacity to address 
homelessness at its root. Led by Dr. Joe Colletti, adjunct 
professor in the SOT, and Dr. Sofia Herrera, assistant
Please see URBAN IN ITIA TIV ES on page 6
^  Ruth Vuong
A memorial service for Ruth will be held on Wednesday, 
January 13, at 10:00 a.m. at First Congregational Church 
of Pasadena. All are welcome.
The SEMI will be devoting its week 4 issue to Ruth's 
memory. If you would like to submit a memory, 
reflection, poem, or other piece about Ruth please email 
it to semi-editor@fuller.edu by January 13.
SEMI-RELEVAN'«
the
Dean of Students Ruth Vuong
Managing Editor Carmen Valdes
Editor Brian Kiley
semi-editor@fuller.edu 
Production Editor Karen Wei
semi-production@fuller.edu
The SEMI is published weekly as a service to the 
Fuller community by Student Life and Services, 135 
N. Oakland, Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, 
CA 91182. Articles and commentaries do not neces­
sarily reflect the views of the Fuller administration 
or the SEMI. Final editorial responsibility rests with 
the Dean of Students.
Letters to the Editor: The SEMI welcomes brief re­
sponses to articles and commentaries on issues rel­
evant to the Fuller community. All submissions must 
include the author's name and contact information 
and are subject to editing.
Announcements: Notices may be submitted to 
semi-ads@fuller.edu or dropped off at the SEMI 
Office on the 2nd floor of Kreyssler Hall above the 
Catalyst. They must be submitted by the deadlines 
printed below and not exceed 35 words.
Advertisements: Notices for events not directly 
sponsored by a Fuller department, office, or orga­
nization will be printed in the "Services" section 
and charged per word. All requests should be made 







I, like so many others in the Fuller community, was shocked and sad­
dened to hear o f the passing of Ruth Vuong, Dean o f the Students. The 
impact that she made during her more than 25 years o f service to Fuller 
is incalculable. I had only gotten to know Ruth in the last several months 
in my time working for the SEMI, but I was continually impressed by her 
humility, grace, and gentleness. She was a genuine servant o f the students 
o f Fuller, and I know my life is richer for having known her even for a short 
time. As mentioned above, the week 4 issue o f the SEMI will be devoted 
to Ruth’s memory. If you are interested in contributing, please send me an 
email at semi-editor@fiiller.edu.
-Brian Kiley, SEM I Editor
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Continuum of Care as a Means Towards a Restoration of Community
O p in io n  B y  J o sh u a  H a m m er
Theologically, most Christians agree we must extend our hands to the poor, and 
there are a multitude o f biblically-founded Christian approaches on how to reach the 
disenfranchised.
Unfortunately, while many of 
these approaches offer great services 
with wonderful intentions, often the 
efficacy ofvarious individual programs 
remains limited due to a narrow scope 
and limited resources, particularly 
volunteers, financial grants, and 
proper professional networks. 
Privately sponsored food pantries 
function as an example. Should these 
programs seek out other community 
services (shelters, financial/medical/ 
legal assistance, unemployment 
offices) to form referral networks, 
and external sources (federal grants, 
volunteer recruiters) to provide 
sustained activity, a wider circle o f the 
community would be able to access 
this new food service. Unfortunately, 
most food pantries lack the necessary 
volunteers to develop and maintain 
networking, secure grants, or recruit 
more assistance.
In establishing itself in a referral 
network, this theoretical small food 
pantry could function as one piece in 
a whole continuum of care that seeks 
to meet the multiple needs o f those 
on the margin. The city o f Pasadena 
has a continuum o f care that takes a 
systematic approach towards bringing 
people off o f the streets, and keeping 
them clothed, fed, and housed. 
In order to appropriately assist 
homeless people, these programs 
need substantial teams of volunteers. 
God outlined and exemplified a 
similarly structured continuum of 
care in the Bible aimed at restoring 
people to communal relationships 
with himself. As Christians, we 
should seek to imitate Gods holistic 
and sustainable approach in order 
that people may find opportunity for 
restored communion with God and 
humanity.
Both the Old and New Testaments
speak to our need to extend help: the 
Law outlined a coherent approach 
to protect those on the margins, and 
Christ’s ministry brought individually 
specific healing in order to bring 
people out from the margins.
In revealing the Law to Moses 
in Exodus 20-23, Yahweh outlines 
that those in vulnerable positions 
are to be protected with compassion 
ordinances, with harsh penalties for 
disobedience. Orphans, resident 
aliens, the poor, and widows are to 
have access within the community to 
employment, equality before the law, 
food, loans, and religious participation 
(Ex. 22; Deut. 10-27). The Father’s 
commanding voice spoke out for 
those voiceless children who cried out 
in the night, demanding an organized 
method for meeting needs. Without 
these basic necessities o f life, real 
community would be difficult, if not 
impossible. Indeed, God punished 
those who failed to help the poor, for 
he had given them the responsibility 
o f a continuum o f care (Eze. 16:49).
Jesus’ approach involved an 
immanent presence rather than 
the temporary, unintentionally 
condescending charity, which often 
colors contemporary Christianity. 
Christ brought an invitation of 
fellowship to the lonely through 
acknowledgment and direct speech. 
Then, he blessed them with an
individually specific gift to restore 
them into community.
As each person had obvious 
restrictions to their communal 
involvement, they were forced into 
a position o f desperate dependence. 
Thus, in preparing his disciples for 
missions, Jesus ordered them to take 
nothing but the clothes on their back 
so that they too became dependent 
(Mk. 5:7-13). Likewise, Jesus seemed 
to live without possessions. In this way, 
Jesus and his disciples could minister 
to those on the margins without being 
condescending. Moreover, Jesus’ own 
poverty was a means to implore the 
community to reach out to those 
on the margins, as they would him 
(Mt. 25:40). Together with the 
disciples, Jesus offered the poor gifts 
o f personal interaction, healing, and 
an invitation back to the state o f 
communal interdependence.
As followers o f Christ, we act 
in accordance with our identity in 
Triune God. Seeking to be biblical in 
our dealings, and relevant to the needs 
o f the contemporary community, 
we ought to implement the Father’s 
systematic means o f equal provision 
and treatment for the disinherited 
in Israel in our context. We are 
compelled to recall those whom Jesus 
encountered in a relational way, and 
how he encouraged the believer to
Please see C O N TIN U U M  CARE on page 7
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"Diving" into the Crisis of Food Waste b£ & & .
Fuller alum and filmmaker Jeremy Seifert doesn’t live in a dumpster, but he knows how 
to eat out o f one. He recently created a documentary called Dive! chronicling the food 
waste that takes place in grocery stores and homes all over America. We asked him to 
share a little bit about the film, the problem of food waste, and its importance for those 
o f us in the Fuller community.
Why did you make this film?
I created D ive! as a response 
to the massive amount o f wasted 
food I loaded into my car from the 
dumpsters o f local grocery stores. 
Making the film became a way for 
me to question and search and take 
action. The creative work of imagining 
a film and the painful work o f editing 
countless hours into a coherent story 
help the filmmaker wrestle with large 
issues and concepts and questions, 
hopefully emerging with something 
both beautiful and truthful.
I made the film because there was a 
deep outrage welling within me every 
time I bit into a fresh Atlantic Salmon 
or Australian lamb chops that had 
moments before been chucked into a 
trash can and destined for the landfill. 
The outrage happened primarily on 
two levels: 1) Food is life and shouldn’t 
be recklessly wasted. The blatant lack 
of appreciation for life awakened me. 
2) There are over one billion people 
on this planet that suffer from hunger, 
while every night in the United States 
millions o f pounds o f edible food are 
thrown away. This disturbing fact 
inspired me more than anything to 
create D ive!
Why is there so much food waste in America?
The problem o f food waste is a bad 
habit born of unparalleled excess that 
permeates all o f our society.
Estimates o f just how enormous 
the problem is suggest that we waste 
half o f all our food in the United 
States.
One way to arrive at this conclusion 
is to consider the fact that we either 
produce or import twice our average 
caloric intake. This means that we 
have 200% o f the food necessary for a
A
healthy diet to feed all 
o f our citizens, so it is 
inevitable that most 
o f the extra 100% is 
thrown away. If we 
look at the problem 
in something
measurable like 
pounds, we waste 
approximately 96 
billion pounds of 
food every year.
That’s 3,000 pounds 
every second! And 
everyone participates 
in these startling 
figures, from giant 
agribusinesses and 
faceless corporations 
to our own kitchens.
The size o f the 
problem expands far 
beyond the physical 
loss o f measurable 
food. It is a problem 
that is very difficult to 
measure accurately, 
and it is one that involves the misuse 
of resources beyond the food we eat. 
For example, consider the amount of 
water and grain used to produce one 
pound of beef: seven pounds o f corn 
and 2,500 gallons o f water. When 
that steak is tossed in the garbage, 
you’ve also thrown out the grain and 
water resources used to grow it, as 
well as the fuel used to grow the corn, 
the fertilizers and their production, 
the packaging and transporting o f the 
beef, etc.
We, the United States, consume 
more food per capita than any other 
country on the planet, and we waste 
more per capita than any other country 
as well. Other developed countries
LIVING OFF AMERICA’S WASTE
m
also have problems with waste, and 
when you add it all up, the numbers 
are staggering and the devastation to 
the planet is incalculable.
Wasting food destroys life, 
disrespects the earth, wastes 
resources, pollutes the environment 
with harmful methane gas, and 
steals from those in need. Our over­
consumption and waste is directly 
related to shortages in other countries 
and environmental devastation.
Waste in the home is one of the 
highest percentages o f waste in the 
food chain, behind convenience 
stores and fast food joints. Many of 
us have a deep ignorance when it 
comes to food. We know nothing
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about it, and in many cases, we’re 
afraid of it! Food for many has been 
completely disconnected from life, 
from it’s source of life in the soil and 
sunshine. It is a product, wrapped 
in cellophane, neat and clean with a 
price tag. Chicken isn’t meat from a 
real bird that had eyes and lungs and 
intestines. A carrot is an orange thing 
in a bag, not a root pulled from the 
soil that took months to grow. So, 
we have become separated from our 
food, and therefore, we appreciate it 
less.
Additionally, our wealth nearly 
demands us to be wasteful. This, in 
a sense, reaffirms our wealth, that 
we are safe and secure from lack and 
hunger. We waste because we can. If 
I don’t particularly feel like having 
those leftovers because it just doesn’t 
sound good, I make something else 
or eat out.
Once I’ve avoided them for a few 
days and can’t remember how old 
they are, I’m afraid they’ll make me 
sick or not taste that good, and I toss 
them.
As far as the percentage thrown out, 
whether it’s 25% like the California 
Integrated Waste Management Board 
reports or 12% like the Environmental 
Protection Agency reports for the 
national average, the amount is 
astronomical and amounts to billions 
of pounds o f edible food ending up in 
our landfills. This disturbing behavior 
is born of our excess and ignorance, 
and its time we wake up and make 
some simple changes that will have 
enormous benefits to ourselves, our 
communities, and the planet.
What do you want Christian leaders to do as a 
result of seeing this film?
The place all o f us must start is 
in our own homes. We must fully 
integrate our faith into a spirituality 
of daily living. Where we shop, what 
we buy, how we eat, what we waste, 
all these mundane activities must be 
infused with a spirituality centered 
on the kind of love we see in Jesus,
the justice he showed us and that we 
see is at the heart o f God. This should 
form in us a deep reverence for the 
earth, which God created and called 
“good.” We have to replace careless 
and dominating interpretations o f the 
Genesis mandate to “rule over” and 
“subdue” with deeper, more mystical 
ways o f being and living together with 
all o f creation, as an interconnected 
and inseparable whole.
There is a quote in the film from 
Abraham Joshua Heschel that I love:
“Forfeit your sense of awe, let your 
conceit diminish your ability to 
revere, and the universe becomes a 
marketplace for you.”
I think this is where we’ve gone 
as materialistic and individualistic 
culture, and it’s the reason for the 
predicament we’re in. Conversely, the 
theologian Matthew Fox says that if 
there is to be a true environmental 
revolution it must begin with awe 
and wonder. And I think we must 
add to that a sense of outrage. But 
you can only experience outrage if 
you first experience awe and wonder. 
If a carrot and a cloud, the life of 
soil, and the journey of a bee, the 
movement of seasons and the smile 
o f another human being, fill us with 
awe and wonder at the beautiful 
mystery and ineffable grace infusing 
and surrounding everything, then 
we will be outraged and moved to 
positive action when we see these 
things trampled underfoot.
Christian leaders need to be at 
the forefront o f reiterating our inter­
connectedness and the power of 
simple, daily actions. If  we can’t see 
the small things as infinitely huge, we 
haven’t seen (or heard) at all.
What kind of a role did your time at Fuller play 
in influencing you to want to pursue causes 
like this one?
My time at Fuller expanded my 
mind and heart beyond that pervasive 
and small view o f Jesus as personal 
savior and truth as a Christian 
possession that creates an “us/them” 
mentality. I was challenged beyond my 
assumptions and narrow-mindedness 
into the wideness o f God’s mercy 
and truth. But all o f the many books 
I read and papers I wrote ended up 
being just a very brief introduction 
into a lifetime o f ongoing learning. 
Filmmaking has become a wonderful 
way for me to continue learning and 
challenging my understanding, and 
toppling those houses o f cards we re 
always building. Film is also a place 
to question and wonder, to embrace 
mystery and surrender to God whose 
immanence and transcendence 
always surpasses our understanding, 
but is always speaking to our hearts, 
resonating in our spirits.
If a Fuller student wanted to get involved with 
making sure fresh food did not go to waste, 
how could he or she start?
I think a good place to start 
would be to watch the film. Dive! 
will not only give you a practical 
understanding o f the issue o f food 
waste, but it also delves into the 
questions surrounding it and works 
toward a way forward. Also, on the 
web site (www.divethefilm.com) you 
will find a “Learn/Act” page that gives 
some helpful suggestions for actions.
b
Jeremy Seifert (MA'05) could 
prepare you a gourmet meal 
with ingredients pulled from 
local dumpsters and thinks 
that's a problem.
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ANNOUNCEMENT
Seek God in community while authentically engaging those who are different than you 
Learn to use clinical tools (such as genograms) & tools to help resolve internal conflict 
Discover how your family history relates to your current worldview 
Explore your cultural and spiritual identity in a safe small group 
Experience others’ stories of spiritual and cultural formation
•MM 
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Urban Initiatives
Continued from  page 1
research professor in the SOP, UI addresses the challenges 
facing urban communities through faith-based public and 
private partnerships. These partnerships offer students 
the opportunity to strengthen their education through 
community-based research, practical service learning, and 
spiritual integration. While UI does not offer direct services 
to homeless persons, the office facilitates projects in Pasadena 
that encourage holistic and collaborative service to homeless 
persons.
There are currently two upcoming projects over the 
winter quarter with opportunities for student involvement: 
the 2010 Pasadena Homeless Count and the 2010 Pasadena 
Homeless Survey. As an essential part o f the “Pasadena 10 
Year Strategy to End Homelessness,” the Homeless Count 
provides crucial information for community and faith-based 
organizations that provide holistic services to the homeless. 
Information gleaned from the count helps to secure funding 
for homeless services, and is the only way people who 
are homeless can be included into the larger plans of the 
community. Additionally, the Homeless Survey provides a 
unique opportunity for qualitative research into the issue 
of homelessness in the Pasadena community. Both projects 
rely heavily on student involvement and provide excellent 
opportunities for the integration of classroom learning and 
practical experience.
Although the majority o f U I’s work has primarily focused 
on issues o f homelessness in Pasadena, the breadth of the 
UI’s mission goes beyond issues o f homelessness to include 
many other urban issues. In the near future UI will be 
implementing a project surrounding human trafficking in 
Los Angeles. As the office continues to develop, we eagerly 
anticipate more student involvement in a variety of forms. UI 
seeks not only to promote holistic transformation of urban 
communities but also to help students who are interested in 
community issues gain practical experiences that are rooted 
in Christian spirituality.
Currently, UI is actively recruiting students to help with 
the 2010 Pasadena Homeless Count and subsequent projects. 
The Homeless Count will take place on January 27. On this 
date, counters will be sent with a partner to a specific part o f the 
city to enumerate persons who are homeless. For their efforts 
they will be compensated $10/hr., and will gain excellent 
experience working in the community. If interested contact 
me, Andrew Wright, Program and Research Coordinator, at 
the Office for Urban Initiatives at awright@urban-initiatives. 
org, or 626.304.3753. Or, if interested in learning more 
about the office, stop by the first floor office at the 465 Ford 
PI. building. S
Andrew Wright (MDiv,'08) 
will give you a gold star if 
you help with the Pasa­
dena Homeless Count on 
January 27.
I
Page 6 • Winter 2,2010 • the SEMI
CHAPLAIN'S
CORNER Christ in the New YearB y  K im  VXr n e r
As we are launched into a new year and new quarter, many of us are excited about the 
bountiful possibilities that lie ahead. While some of us are preparing our hearts to receive 
that which we hope for in 2010, others may find that they are still grappling with unfinished 
business, painful emotions, and the unsettled circumstances of 2009. Wherever you find 
yourself over the next few weeks, upcoming months, and throughout the remainder of the 
year; I pray that Christ meets you there in a beautifully tangible way. May you be encour­
aged, strengthened, enlightened, and motivated by the fruit of Christ's presence and his 
immeasurable love this quarter and year.
"For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he 
may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his 
spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted 
and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the 
saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of 
Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far 
more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to 
all generations, forever and ever. Amen."(Ephesians 3:14-20, NRSV). □
FULLER HAPPENINGS
FIELD EDUCATION'S ORIENTATION TO THEOLOGI 
CAL REFLECTION Friday, January 8, 12:00- 
2:00p.m., Geneva Room. Participation in 
Field Educations Orientation to Theological 
Reflection is required for those enrolled in the 
first quarter o f the FE501 Part-time Church 
Internship (FE501A) and FE533 Full-time 
Church Internship (FE533A) for the Winter 
Quarter. Contact the Office o f Field Educa­
tion at 626.584.5387 or fielded@fuller.edu 
to sign up.
ALL STUDENT WIVES ARE INVITED T JOIN SUPPORT 
the Bible study, prayer and fellowship group 
just for you!
SUPPORT has two distinct meeting times, 
so choose the one that is best for you or come 
try both:
Wednesday Mornings, 9:00—11:00 a.m. 
Pasadena Presbyterian Church, 3rd  floor. 
(Corner o f Colorado Blvd. and Madison 
Ave.) Childcare is provided for children 0-5 
years.
Thursday Evenings, 7:00—9 :0 0 p.m . Chang 
Commons. Fuller housing complex on N. 
Madison. Theme Room 2. (Enter from the
Oakland side, through the tot lot.) No 
childcare provided.
For more information contact: Heather 
Henry at 415.497.9194. heatherhenry44@ 
yahoo.com.
STRONG MARRIAGES/SUCCESSFUL MINISTRIES is a 
ministry designed to help seminary couples 
prepare their marriages for ministry. The 
group will begin the week o f January 11 and 
will run until week o f March 8. There will 
be two groups for married couples and one 
group for seriously dating or engaged cou­
ples. Space is limited. For more info, contact 
Sharon Hargrave at sashargrave@aol.com or 
626.529.5400.
CHINESE STUDENT FELLOWSHIP (CSF)
10a.m .-lla.m ., Thursdays in the International 
Students Concerns Committee Room (above the 
ISO  Food Bank garage, behind Taylor H all.) 
For more info, contact Teng-Kuan N g  at 
tengkuan_ng@fuller.edu.
SERVICES
IT'S A GREAT TIME TO BUY A HOUSE! Shelly Up­
right’s Group Real Estate agent for Keller 
Williams. N o stress. We will do everything 
for you. Call 626.773.6030.
The Services section of the SEMI is for announcing 
services and events not offered by Fuller. Individuals are 
personally responsible for evaluating the quality and type 
of service before contracting or using it. The SEMI and Stu­
dent Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee 
any of the services listed.
Continuum Care
Continued from  page 3  
restore their brothers and sisters into 
community. We must seek the Holy 
Spirit to empower and illuminate all 
such endeavors, leading and guiding 
us into those places in which God 
already works.
In my life, the Holy Spirit has 
recently led me to the Office of 
Urban Initiatives at Fuller, where I 
have become a part o f the Pasadena 
continuum o f care for homeless and 
nearly homeless persons. Urban 
Initiatives facilitates both the Pasadena 
Homeless Prevention Program 
(PHPP) and the annual Pasadena 
Homeless Count, and I have the honor 
o f assisting with each. Working with 
the PHPP, I have engaged in quiet 
interactions with vulnerable brothers 
and sisters o f our community, as the 
Holy Spirit opened doorways for their 
restoration. When believers respond 
in faith with the spiritual practice 
o f embracing others, the mighty 
blessings o f grace are unleashed and 
the believers become agents o f change 
within their context.
Urban Initiatives also sponsors 
the Institute for the Urban Monk. 
The Institute offers activities to help 
men and women find identity in 
the Triune God through monastic 
spiritual practices as they seek to 
integrate their spirituality with their 
everyday urban experiences in order 
to be agents o f change within the 
communities in which they live, 
work, worship, and serve. Activities 
include composing a personal Rule 
o f Life, celebrating sacred meals, and 
days o f retreat. Through persistent and 
sustained seeking, those o f the Urban 
Monk community find the Holy 
Spirits leading towards the places 
where God advocates on the behalf o f 
the voiceless. For more information, 
please visit: www.urban-monk.org.
Joshua Hammer (MAT, TO) 
likes to think of himself 
as somewhat of an urban 
monk.
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ANNOUNCEMENT
FALL OCT 17 | WINTER JAN 23 | SPRING APR 17
FULLER PRAYER RETREATS at the ARBORETUM
COST: $10 for students with ID MEETING LOCATION: Fuller Catalyst
$12 for non students Third Saturday of the quarter
8 :3 0  a . m .  -  1 2 :3 0  p . m .
RETREAT LEADERS: Chris Murphy and Courtney Bacon. For more info or to pre-register 
contact the Student Life Office at 626.584.5435 or sls-office@fuller.edu.
o f intimacy
&  action
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